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What was the beginning of Guerrilla
Gardening project?
| just began on my own one dark night
in October 2004, fed up with the mess
in the public space near where | lived
and frustrated of not having a garden of
my own. | wanted to make a difference
and | thought doing it this way would bhe
effective and fun. | began blogging about
it to share my adventures and to show |
was not too secretive. Word spread and
| found myself drumming up interest all
over the world.

What is the current situation of this
project? (This project is spreading all
around the world!)

Yes, people discover this idea every day.
The web is very powerful for that, the
media are interested, there is much to do,
places to go and people to speak to.

Does ‘gardening(of flowers and
plants)’ signify something as a symbol?
It can do. People guerrilla garden for
different reasons, some of which overlap
- for the pleasure of gardening, for the
pleasure of meeting people {(which
can happen easily when you garden in
very public unexpected places) and to

communicate something. The symbol can
be about just showing the potential in

the landscape, or is sometimes a protest,
such as gardening in pot holes to object
about the holes in the road.

How Guerrilla Gardening project
have changed the (natural and spiritual)
environment?

Well, it's clearly changing the natural
environment, because areas are being
tended rather than left wild. | think people
who get involved also discover how
rewarding it is to take responsibility for
the public realm into their own hands.
This is quite a step for some people, a
change of mindset that we cannot and
should not rely on others to do this for us.

How this project have changed (or
is changing) your personal life?
Well, | met my wife this way. | also find
such fulfilement in this that | work part
time now to bav the bills and put a lot
of effort into spreading the word instead
{e.g. answering e-mails, even if | am a bit
slow).



