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Night Wave
9.15pm Radio 3

A strip of dirt beside a busy
roundabout at London’s
Elephant and Castle would not
be most people’s first choice of
location to plant a row of
lettuces. But then most people
aren't Richard Reynolds (above),
the figurehead of “guerrilla
gardening” in the UK. “Guerrilla
gardening” may conjure up an
image of balaclava-clad bandits
urking in herbaceous borders,
brandishing secateurs
menacingly, but the affable
Reynolds dispels all such
thoughts as he explains his
mission to bring plant life to
neglected urban spaces. He
argues that guerrilla gardening
is a political act, a form of non-
violent direct action — much of
his planting is viewed in British
law as criminal damage — with
its roots in the Digger radicals of
the17th century. By the end of
his inspirational talk you'll be
planning a night-time tripto the
nearest verge, armed with trowel

and seeds. David Crawford
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