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landscaped garden. Happily, 400 ye:
so om, this atritude continues to thrive in the
newhat unlnLLh urhan spm\\[ that constitu

in Elephant and (
ibes the communal gardens in his
. k as being ‘a complete mess’ when he
moved in. While half-he | attemp
made to create gr and places for plants
around the building, many of these plans hac
fallen sadly by the wayside and into disarray.
However, rather than simply bemoan the lack of
care, Richard was inspired to arm himself with
a trowel and take marters into his own hands.
Until recently, Richard worked full-time
advertising but the original guerrilla
decided to eschew the media for pursuits
altogether more visionary nature, It

which is the infamous Elephant and
roundabout, that kick-started his remarkable
change of direction. The cpi[rnm?

:ld laLl\ of plant Iltc hLI'L that dtdl\ 5t‘d |11- ar .md
scale mission to tra

meetings, just to find out what was
it all ned terribly complicated,” he explains
‘Much simpler for me to go off to the garden
ntre, load up the car with lnnt:.. set [I'IL Jlarm
clock for the middle of the
Amiable and well-spoken, Richard is ¢
eccentric and affable. Initially alone in
ambitious undertaking, he 1 to garden by nig
to avoid unwanted attention from the authori
as the plants b SO interest gz
accordingly 1 s self-delegs assignment, ‘I
didn’t know this at the time, but penple had exactly
the same irritation I had with the grotty public
space,” he . ‘Friends were interested in what [
was doing and wanted to come along, which
enabled me to take on bigger projects.” And so the
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solely  to
gardening.

up on Richard ) of whom regu
volunteer to join him on his nig ;
s of the city. This
unprecedented level of support spurred him on, *T

to unloved and unlo

ventured further afield ro roundabourts, traffic

. T got mo

r they have

to Richard’s work.

! rth ifit’s done in a responsible way then it's
L,n::d for ( hL s

ndcning," was his frank and honest
“They |:!: d 1’!L['['IL1‘\Ld and thcn drove

him by na
man wh(_‘: 5 ning.” Richard recalls
1 have been
bours who

horticultural quandar

humour] one in partict 5

accost him with requests as ‘Oh Richard,
there are some yukka plants in the lobby, could
you prune thém?’ HL is typically gracious and
phil in ction: ‘I fele a lirtle
annoyed by that’, hc- smiles. ‘But at least he was

yraing programme.
:mur]m T s puhhn:‘d more people ger in
tell me wil
doing, send me money and say “I'd lilke to come
along and help you.”
Richard had spent

the end aif last vear,
of his owm money on

plants and equipment, but has allo received

numerous donations from the genwral public.

‘I sull find it brilliant and heart=wairming that -
complete strangers can give me money to

continue my wi

People dld come Up to me, of course, and
ey'd all ask “who's S paying for this?” and

I'd say, “I'm (1()11]0‘ 1t.’

4

Thev were amazed

— they all assumed T was CHlplOVGd b\ the

council or the hOUSlIl

(,OHlHlUllltV SGI"VICC

Malcolm wa

police for putting up

mowing the communal ]

strongly that this o s reaction to a free .md

altruistic  display  of publi ritedness s
iculous.” He : on Oxford’s local radio

on

hard is
now an eminent figure in the tower block where
he lives. While his neighbours may not all know

clSSOCIEltIOIl or doing

He is now tackling cleven different gardening
, F: Stratford,
Lambeth and Elephant and C ; intaining
all the gardens has become quite a task. “Picking
up litter is half of what I do,’

Though litter can be a problem, stically
something positive to say about that.

‘Tfound a Tango can the other day from 1992,
enthuses, ‘I actually find litter interesting. 1 know
that makes me sound a bit mad!” Vandalism can
0 be a problem and the gardens cerrainly are

LABOUR OF LOVE

In protest to inner-city grottiness, former advertising hotshot Richard Reynolds was inspired to give it all
up and devote himself to making neglected areas of the city into greener, cleaner and prettier places.
The original Guerilla Gardener talks to Sally J Stott about his first love: gardening.

not immur i to this. But ever true to the Guerrilla
Gardening spirit, Richard has posted a note on
his website asking for people to come up with
innovative solutions to the problem. Cacruses
seem likely to be involved, he hints cryptically.
Gardening is an activity Richard feels can be
fitted into most lifestyles. “It’s a choice between,
do you go to the pub or the cinema or do you do
some gardening?’ He stresses that Guerrilla
Gardening does not have to be large scale.
‘T know people who simply mow a patch of lawn

that is nd their garden, that strictly speaking
isn’t their responsibility,. Now that’s Guerrilla
a man who plants daffodils
; ire, whilst cycling round the country lanes.
That's Guerrilla Gardening as well. He’s gor the
same motivation as me — simply wanting public
to 1(_!(_1[\ more attractive.’

Rlnhar-. ' ion now is to build the numbers
ved in the Guerrilla Gardening
aim is to continue spreading the

word to whoever wants to listen to me,” he says

humbly. ‘T’ve got my patches of garden, I want to
carry on looking after them, make them as good
as possible and encourage more people to do the
same.” The writer Penelope Lively once said
wistfully, ‘T'd like to have been one of those
gardeners who change the gardening habits of the
nation for decades, like Gertrude Jekyll” In
Richard Reynolds, we may just have found that
ery thing: a horticultural innovator for the
Cenrtury.
www.guerrillagardening.org
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